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PRYOR, and Ms. LANDRIEU) to the bill S. 601, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 918. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 797 proposed by Mr. INHOFE to the bill S. 
601, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 916. Mrs. BOXER submitted an 

amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 601, to provide for the 
conservation and development of water 
and related resources, to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to construct 
various projects for improvements to 
rivers and harbors of the United 
States, and for other purposes; which 
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows: 

At the end, add the following: 
This Act shall become effective 1 day after 

enactment. 

SA 917. Mr. DURBIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 906 proposed by Mr. 
DURBIN (for himself, Mr. BLUNT, Mrs. 
MCCASKILL, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. KIRK, 
Mr. HARKIN, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. COCH-
RAN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. 
PRYOR, and Ms. LANDRIEU) to the bill S. 
601, to provide for the conservation and 
development of water and related re-
sources, to authorize the Secretary of 
the Army to construct various projects 
for improvements to rivers and harbors 
of the United States, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 3, line 15, insert ‘‘, consistent with 
the authorized purposes of the water re-
source projects in the greater Mississippi 
River Basin’’ after ‘‘navigation’’. 

SA 918. Mr. DURBIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 797 proposed by Mr. 
INHOFE to the bill S. 601, to provide for 
the conservation and development of 
water and related resources, to author-
ize the Secretary of the Army to con-
struct various projects for improve-
ments to rivers and harbors of the 
United States, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 

On page 4, strike line 2 and insert the fol-
lowing: 
the United States. 
SEC. 12llll. GREATER MISSISSIPPI RIVER 

BASIN SEVERE FLOODING AND 
DROUGHT MANAGEMENT STUDY. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) GREATER MISSISSIPPI RIVER BASIN.—The 

term ‘‘greater Mississippi River Basin’’ 
means the area covered by hydrologic units 
5, 6, 7, 8, 10, and 11, as identified by the 
United States Geological Survey as of the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) LOWER MISSISSIPPI RIVER.—The term 
‘‘lower Mississippi River’’ means the portion 
of the Mississippi River that begins at the 
confluence of the Ohio River and flows to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

(3) MIDDLE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.—The term 
‘‘middle Mississippi River’’ means the por-
tion of the Mississippi River that begins at 
the confluence of the Missouri River and 
flows to the lower Mississippi River. 

(4) SEVERE FLOODING AND DROUGHT.—The 
term ‘‘severe flooding and drought’’ means 

severe weather events that threaten personal 
safety, property, and navigation on the in-
land waterways of the United States. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry 
out a study of the greater Mississippi River 
Basin— 

(1) to improve the coordinated and com-
prehensive management of water resource 
projects in the greater Mississippi River 
Basin relating to severe flooding and drought 
conditions; and 

(2) to evaluate the feasibility of any modi-
fications to those water resource projects, 
consistent with the authorized purposes of 
those projects, and develop new water re-
source projects to improve the reliability of 
navigation and more effectively reduce flood 
risk. 

(c) CONTENTS.—The study shall— 
(1) identify any Federal actions that are 

likely to prevent and mitigate the impacts 
of severe flooding and drought, including 
changes to authorized channel dimensions, 
operational procedures of locks and dams, 
and reservoir management within the great-
er Mississippi River Basin, consistent with 
the authorized purposes of the water re-
source projects; 

(2) identify and make recommendations to 
remedy challenges to the Corps of Engineers 
presented by severe flooding and drought, in-
cluding river access, in carrying out its mis-
sion to maintain safe, reliable navigation, 
consistent with the authorized purposes of 
the water resource projects in the greater 
Mississippi River Basin; and 

(3) identify and locate natural or other 
physical impediments along the middle and 
lower Mississippi River to maintaining navi-
gation on the middle and lower Mississippi 
River during periods of low water. 

(d) CONSULTATION AND USE OF EXISTING 
DATA.—In carrying out the study, the Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) consult with appropriate committees of 
Congress, Federal, State, tribal, and local 
agencies, environmental interests, agricul-
tural interests, recreational interests, river 
navigation industry representatives, other 
shipping and business interests, organized 
labor, and nongovernmental organizations; 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, use 
data in existence as of the date of enactment 
of this Act; and 

(3) incorporate lessons learned and best 
practices developed as a result of past severe 
flooding and drought events, including major 
floods and the successful effort to maintain 
navigation during the near historic low 
water levels on the Mississippi River during 
the winter of 2012–2013. 

(e) COST-SHARING.—The Federal share of 
the cost of carrying out the study under this 
section shall be 100 percent. 

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report on 
the study carried out under this section. 

(g) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion impacts the operations and mainte-
nance of the Missouri River Mainstem Sys-
tem, as authorized by the Act of December 
22, 1944 (58 Stat. 897, chapter 665). 

f 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce for the information of 
the Senate and the public that a meet-
ing of the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources has been sched-
uled to discuss natural gas issues. The 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 
21, 2013, at 10:00 a.m., in room 216 of the 
Hart Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of this meeting is to pro-
vide a forum to explore what the next 
applications are for natural gas and 
how this new demand will be met. Do-
mestic supply and the potential bene-
fits or unintended consequences caused 
by expansion of natural gas exports 
will be specific points of interest. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the forum, witnesses may testify by 
invitation only. However, those wish-
ing to submit written testimony for 
the record may do so by sending it to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources, United States Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 20510–6150, or by e- 
mail to laurenlgoldschmidt@energy 
.senate.gov. 

For further information, please con-
tact Todd Wooten at (202) 224–4971 or 
Lauren Goldschmidt at (202) 224–5488. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on May 14 
2013, at 10 a.m. in room SR–328A of the 
Russell Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 14, 2013, at 2:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on May 14, 
2013, at 10 a.m., in room 216 of the Hart 
Senate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on May 14, 2013, at 10 a.m. in room SD– 
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Ad-
vancing Reform: Medicare Physicians 
Payments.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on May 14, 2013, at 2:15 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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